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Senator Sheheen visits co-op 
Gubernatorial candidate supports rural communities and energy industries
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For more energy-saving ideas, 

visit your electric cooperative’s website.
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During a recent  visit to 
Bennettsville, Senator 
Vincent Sheheen met 
with a few Marlboro 
Electric employees.  

“It said a lot about 
Senator Sheheen, a 
candidate for governor, who 
took the time from his busy 
schedule to visit a job site, 
like the co-op warehouse, in 
the pouring rain, and meet 
the average working citizen, 
one-on-one,” said James 
Emanuel, co-op employee. 
“I felt good about meeting 
Senator Sheheen because 
he expressed his support 
of the co-op and presented 
himself as a good leader for 
South Carolina.”

Emanuel also said he 
likes the fact that Senator 
Sheheen finds it important 
to serve rural American 
people, just as he does each 
day on his job at the co-op.

In his campaign for 
governor, Senator Sheheen 
expressed the importance 
of education and economic 
development. “Our smaller 
and rural counties cannot 
be left behind in the effort 
to attract new jobs and 
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Co-op employees Randy Alford, Roddy Bowers, Bill Fleming, James Emanuel, 
Senator Vincent Sheheen, center, Steve Ellerbe, Terry Terry and Robbie Kirk 
enjoyed their meeting with the senator.

develop new industries,” 
he stated. “South Carolina’s 
rural areas must also 
promote what makes them 
special. Through rural 
and historic tourism, local 
farming initiatives, and 
sustainable use of our 
forests, we can help boost 
the economy in our critical 
rural areas.” 

Senator Sheheen also 
says, “With our experience 
in nuclear energy, our 
tremendous wind resources, 
initiatives in hydrogen 
research, and the possibility 
for mass production of bio-
fuels, South Carolina has 
a golden opportunity to 
become the epicenter for 
alternative energy industry 
research and development. 
We will create jobs in South 
Carolina while reducing our 
energy costs and improving 
our vitally important 
conservation efforts.”

Reward offered 
in copper theft
As the automatic meter 
reading and mapping 
system was installed, 
Marlboro Electric 

discovered more copper 
theft with power lines and 
at substations. A $1,000 
reward is being offered to 
anyone providing informa-
tion that leads to the arrest 
and conviction of Marlboro 
Electric’s copper theft.

“The wire itself is not the 
main expense, but it’s the 
time and labor of replacing 
the wire and repairing 
any damages,” said Vice 
President of Engineering 
Troy Coyner. “We are now 
replacing copper wire with 
copper-coated steel wire, 
which is worthless in the 
resale market.”

Coyner emphasizes when 
ground wire is stolen, the 
system is jeopardized and 
devices cannot operate 
effectively, which can cause 
safety hazards.  

It continues to be an  
ongoing expense for the  
co-op, and in turn, it costs 
the members.

Anyone with information 
about these crimes is asked 
to call the Marlboro County 
Sheriff’s Office at (843) 479-
5607 or Crime Stoppers of 
the Pee Dee at (843) 667-8477.

Use your connections  
for online discounts 
Use your Co-op 
Connections card for 
discounts at hundreds of 
local, regional and in-state 

participating businesses as 
well as online-only deals at 
Connections.coop. 

The site is regularly 
updated, so visit 
often. Recent 
Internet-only 
offers include 
up to 25 per-
cent off at 
GiftCards.
com, where you can 
find deals on gift cards for 
Olive Garden, Applebee’s, 
Borders, Dick’s Sporting 
Goods and more. Over at 
Fabric.com, “The Place to 
Go When You Sew,” Co-op 
Connections members could 
get daily specials from 10 to 
50 percent off.

Connections.coop also 
links you to sites, such as 
restaurants.com, where you 
can buy gift certificates for 
select restaurants, including 
many in South Carolina. 
Some savings are huge, such 
as $50 gift certificates for 
just $20! 

Begin your search for 
savings by clicking on the 
Co-op Connections link at 
MarlboroElectric.coop.

CHRISTY OVERSTREET

In the center of this month’s magazine, 
you’ll find a booklet, 101 Low-Cost / No- 

Cost Home Energy-Saving Measures. 
Charlie Hatcher, Marlboro Electric’s super- 

visor of services, demonstrates Energy 
Tip #27: Clean refrigerator coils annually.  


