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Ronnie with one of his John Deere combines. The Quicks’ Chihuahua, Billy 
Bob, looks like a giant beside an International Harvester toy tractor.

Sue’s Barbies include a John Deere 
model (shades of Paris Hilton) and 
an X-Files Barbie & Ken with the duo 
dressed as agents Scully and Mulder.

Different worlds:  A cowboy/farmer 
on a Massey Ferguson tractor in one 
room, and a fashion Barbie wearing 
a Bob Mackie designer gown in 
another.
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There’s a NASCAR section in the 
collection too.

ever since I was a boy.
“Back then, you could 

buy a toy tractor for $1.98. 
I had a whole lot of toys, 
and I quit playing with 
them. My momma gave 
them away to the other 
little children on the farm. 
I never thought about them 
having [monetary and 
sentimental] value to them.”

Ronnie doesn’t simply 
collect tractors, however. 
That was just the beginning. 
Now, in addition to tractors 
of all shapes and sizes — 
mostly ones from the early 
1950s, from when he was a 
boy — he also has branched 
out into popular culture. 
Sharing space inside the 
Quicks’ home are a myriad 
of action figures, with 
characters ranging from 
such shows as M.A.S.H., 
CHiPs, the Dukes of 
Hazzard, B.J. and the Bear, 
Indiana Jones, Little Orphan 
Annie and many more.

“I was at a flea market 

in Charlotte and came 
across a young man who 
had just gotten married and 
had a baby on the way,” 
says Ronnie, who serves 
on MEC’s board. “He was 
selling his whole Dukes of 
Hazzard collection, and I 
just couldn’t help picking 
them up.”

For Sue, it’s collecting 
Barbie dolls that makes 
shopping with her husband 
fun.

“I have X-Files Barbie, 
Harley-Davidson Barbie, 
Barbie as Dorothy in  
the Wizard of Oz, Barbie  
as Marilyn Monroe,  
you name it.”

As you can guess, the 

Quicks’ house is a virtual 
shrine to their respective 
collections — and to the 
time they’ve spent together.

“I told Ronnie that we 
need to make the whole 
house a museum, put 
something in every room, 
make a big display and 
move into something 
smaller,” she says.

Something smaller like, 
perhaps, a love nest? For 
the Quicks, it’d only be 
appropriate.
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By Charlie Hatcher,  

Supervisor of Services

 

As winter approaches,  Marlboro Electric 
encourages members to take steps 
now to improve your home’s energy 
efficiency by performing your own 
home energy audit. Energy dollars 
can pour out of homes through 
drafty doors, windows, uninsulated 
attics, walls, floors, and basements. 
Weatherstripping and caulking are 
inexpensive and among the simplest, 
most effective ways to boost efficiency 
and reduce energy costs year round.

First, make a list of any existing 
problems, such as condensation 
and uncomfortable or drafty rooms. 
The next thing is to look for air 
leaks. They are common around 
electrical outlets, switch plates, 
window frames, baseboards, weather-
stripping, fireplace dampers, attic 
hatches, and wall or window-mounted 
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air conditioners. When inspecting 
windows and doors for air leaks, if you 
can see daylight around the door or 
window frame, that is where the leak 
exists. Caulk these areas with durable 
caulk or foam sealant. 

When looking at the outside of 
your home, examine areas where two 
different building materials meet. This 
includes exterior corners, areas where 
siding and chimneys meet, and places 
where the foundation and the bottom 
of the exterior brick or siding meet. 
Make sure to plug and caulk holes or 
penetrations for faucets, pipes, electric 
outlets, and wiring. This includes 
caulking around telephone, electrical, 
cable, gas, water spigots, dryer vents, 
etc. Also, look for cracks and holes in 
the mortar, foundation and siding of 
your home and seal them with the 
appropriate material. Finally, check 
the exterior caulking around doors 
and windows to see if they are sealed 
tightly.

When performing your own home 
audit, make sure to examine the 
ceilings and walls. If these two areas 

are not properly insulated, you risk 
heat loss in the winter and cool-air 
loss in the summer. Check to see that 
the attic hatch is as heavily insulated, 
as well as weatherstripped and closed 
tightly. In the attic, determine if 
openings for items such as pipes, 
ductwork and chimneys are sealed. 
If you see any gaps, seal them with 
expanding foam caulk or another 
permanent sealant. 

A small investment of time now 
can pay big dividends in keeping 
your home warm this winter. 
Most winterizing steps can pay for 
themselves relatively quickly with 
heating bill savings and year-round 
efficiency. 

For more information on energy-
saving techniques, review Touchstone 
Energy’s 101 Low-Cost/No-Cost Home 
Energy-Savings Guide or visit www.
marlboroelectric.coop.  

Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, Touchstone Energy, Safe Electricity 
and the North Carolina Association of Electric 
Cooperatives

Caulk up  
energy efficiency 

Reduce drafts by caulking around window frames, as MEC’s Charlie Hatcher demonstrates

Use expanding spray foam 
to close the gap. 

Gaps around conduit are openings 
for drafts or vermin.




